Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

We often look back at past events and ponder their significance. Is this true also about our religious
holidays? Recently, we celebrated the birth of Christ and His baptism in the Jordan river. Do we ever
think back about their meaning? Our familiarity with the stories dilutes the interest and the amazement
they are due. First of all they point to the birth of our God in our midst which should be a source of
wonder. Where did He come from? Nobody can check His origin scientifically. How can God enter this
world as a young child? And yet, this is precisely what we trust that has happened. The story of Christ
tells us that God entered this world as vulnerable as every human, subjected Himself to human
vulnerability, trusting the love of His mother. Isn’t it amazing that the Christmas story of Jesus refers to
our early youth, a time most of us do not remember but have all experienced, but cannot prove but only
through the memories of those who recorded it? The same God, a fully mature man He came to the
Jordan, where initiated His task in the world. If ours is to be a good engineer, His was to be the savior of
the world. If our initiation to the adult world came from the time of the first successful interview with a
company, He started with a baptism assuming His unique responsibility to lift the sins of the world. In
the Jordan His Father publicly recognized Him as His Son. Following the Father’s official recognition, He
began His mission, His work, in the world aiming at regenerating, refashioning the world.

With the story of Christmas and of Theophany we are asked to ponder a series of “mysteries”
proclaimed within the Church, which are stories familiar to us but aim at a grander scale, the salvation of
the world. When we reflect on the stories, we see our world unfolding within them. We are as ignorant
about Christ’s r-entry into the world as we are about our own. He was born a man after all, and was
changed into a God-man forever after His birth. The world did not recognize Him for His potential. The
world has remained a skewed and warped “entity” rejecting Him and seeking to kill Him (remember the
children Herod murdered?). Without upsetting the operational parameters of the world our God
initiated the correction of the world’s shortcomings. It is therefore significant to recall the teachings of
the Church about the conclusion of His effort. The bloody struggle of our God with the world ended with
the world’s victory on the Cross but loss of the war with the Resurrection. Christmas and Theophania are
the beginning of the adventure of God as a human person among people. It is indeed extraordinary and
wondrous to ponder. And it is for us to wonder whether our efforts, often similar and seemingly fruitless
as the sacrifice of Jesus can escape from the deadly clutches of the world? The world cannot be a place
of doom but that of life. Trusting in His words we can find the same victory He was awarded.

As we ponder about the human history of Jesus we are called to remember and to trust in the
transformative authority of the Holy Spirit in the world. should not be understood as the biological
ceasing of our functions but rather as the death of our dependence on the world. As we ponder
Christmas and Theophania, the awesome presence of God among us should be resonating in our
memory as the beginning of new life and the hope of our salvation from the clutches of the world.

In Christ

Fr. N. Ga;lanopoulos



Avamnntoi ev Kupiw ASehdoi kat ASeAdéc,

Zuxva avamolol e Stadopa cupBdvra kat npoonaBou e va kataAdBoupe Thv onpacia TOUG.
ZupBaivel Opws Kat To 510 yia Siddopec ylopteg tng EkkAnaiog pac? MNpdodata yloptdoaype tnv
yévvnan kat tnv Bation tou XpLotol otov lop&dvn motapd. To 6Tl akoUpe KEOEe XPOVOo TNV wotopia twv
800 autwy ouPBAVTWY CUVABWC Hag anoBappUvel va Tig tpooéfoupe TEPLOOOTEPO. AUTES OL LOTOPIEC
OpWG, LAQVE yLa TNV yévvnon tou Ool otov KOOUO pag. AUTO amd pévo Tou eival QPKETO va
T(POKAAETEL TNV Tipoooxn pag. ANRBewa, amd 1o NpBe 0 @€66? H npoéheuor) Tou Sev pmopel va
PePalwBel emiotnpovikd kat étot yewviétal n anopia av eivat Suvatév va unet o Oeé¢ otov KOOUO oav
éva pwpd kot va mapapeivel Oedc? Kat Opws O XpLotog rpbe otov kKGoUOo oav éva abuvapo mdopa pe
OAEG TIG PUTIKEG adUVapieg evoc oy, EUTULOTEUOHEVOG TOV EQUTO Tou oTnV ayann g untépac Tou.
Aev gival oUYKAOVLOTIKG 6TL N LoTopia TNE YEVVNOEWG TOU XpLoToU Mapaméunet otnv Sdwn pag eicodo
oToV KOOMO pia mepiodo TG {wrg pag mou Sev v Bupdpaocte aAld ou dAot Ioaype, Kat NG omolag Tig
eunelpieg Sev pmopoupe v anodeifoupe Tapd povo péoa amod Tig LapTupieg avBpwniwv mou Ifoav pall
Hag ekelvn TNV emoxr? Kat autdg o Oedc ou oav avBpwrog Sev anédeife 6tL fitav Oedc, €YLVE TEAKA
€vag WPLHOg dvdpag, HABE oTov otaud lopddvn kat dpxioe tnv Snudoia Lwrj Tou akpBwg onwg
KAvoupe kat epe(S . Av epeic elpaote ETOLUOL VL0 TO EMAYYEApd pag ( HNXaVOAOyOLTL.X.) KoL TO
QOSELKVUOUHE pE TNV PWTN SNpdoLa TpooAnyn pag o §tkdg Tou 0 okomAC Atav va ONKWOoEeL Ta AdBn
TOU KOOHOU QUTOU KL VA LETAHOPPUOEL TOV TpoéMo Mo BLvoupe thv Lwr). Metd to Bdntiopa otov
lop&dvn O Oupdviog MNatépag Tov avayvwploe dnuooia oav Y6 Tou, oav autov mou anédeoe TG
eAnideg Tou 6Aeg kat étot o Inooug Eekivnoe To dnuooio épyo Tou.

Me tnv otopia Twv Xplotouyéwwy kat Twv Ogodaviwy Bplokdpaote Aoutdv unpootd oe
adlanépaota puoTipLa Ta onoia MepLEpywe TWG HOLATOUV HE aUTA TToU KAAUTITOUV Baotkd EpWTAHATA
™6 Lwrig pag. Elval puotrpia mou avijkouy ot wh NG EkkAnoiag, Ta omoia ta yvwpiloupe yiarti
enavalapBdvovrat kabe xpdvo , aAAd adpopolv Tov KOO0 0AGKANpO KaL TNV owtnpia tou. Otayv
QVOOAOUHE TIG LoTOpiEG yUpw amd Tov XpLotd PAEmouLE TOV KOOHO TOV SiKG pag va avoiyet Umpootd
0t0 O€d. Oed¢ wv BePaiwg yevvriBnke oav avBpwrog kat éylve and téte OedvBpwnoc. O K6ooG Sgv
QVaYVWPLOE TO SUVapIKS Tou. O KOOUOG MAPEpELVE otpePASG, 5U0KOAOG, aXAPLOTOG , EMAEKTIKAG pe
Bdon toug vououG Tou kat apviBnke va Sextel tov Oed Tou arnd NV Tpwtn otypn (Hnv Eexvdpe ot
apéows yupee tn Lwr Tou kat Buoiaoe ta abwa vima g BnBAeép yia va Tov Bavatwoet). H paxn
avapeoa oto Oed Kat oTov k6oUo EAnEe e Tov KOopo va KepSilet pid pdxn (tov otaupkd Bdvato Tou
Inoov) kat tov O€6 va xapileL oTov kOO T LwH oL TOU avikey, T {wn g aydnng BplapBedovrac
gtoL otov méAepo. Ta Xpiotolyevva kat o OeodAEveLa amoTeEAOVV TV apxr QUTAG TNG EMKAG HAXNC
QVAHEDQ OTOV KOGHO KaL Tov Oed TOU €yLve Kat avBpwmog. .Ki epeic mapakoouBwvtac autd Ta
yeyovota tng {wng tou Inool avthappavopaote ndoo 8UokoAn Atav n rpoondBeld Tou KaBWC
TAUTIOHAOTE He TNV TPoadopd Tou, pe T MPoondBeld yia OAwr emavadopd g {wig oTov kGG
Hag enewdn o kdopog Sev pmopet va eivat kéopoc Bprvou kat 0duppwv aAAG TNy awwviag xapdc.

KaBuwg okedtopaote Aoutdv thv {wr Tou XpLotou, kat TAUTILOUHE TIG EPTMELPIEG HAG HE TIG SLKEC
Tou ko6 eivat va Bupdpacte 6tL otov kdopo Tou {oUpE Kal napd TG mepi Tou avtbétou evbeifeic n
owtnpla kat {wndopog napouvaoia tou Oeol eival auTr tou KuBepvd Tov k6opo. ETot o Bdvaroc HE TNV
Hopr Tou BloAoyikou TéAoug avet va éxet onuaoia. ©dvatog ytL autoug mou Tautifovtal pe T {wn ev
Xplotw eivat pévo n autéPouln €dptnon and tov kdopo ToUTo. Ta Xplotolyevva kat o Oeoddvela
Onwg ta okeptOpaoTe Kat Ta {oUE péoa ot ExkAnotia 8ev eivat Aowtdv napd n apxn tne nopeiag
dpvnong tng e§ouaiag o0 kAoHOG ETOUTOC KaL O Bdvatog vopifouv 6Tt katéxouv endvw poc.

1.. N. FaAavémnouAog



